
April 15, 2020 
 
Governor Asa Hutchinson 
State Capitol Room 250 
500 Woodlane Ave. 
Little Rock, AR 72201 
 
 
Dear Governor Asa Hutchinson, 
 
First, we want to recognize and applaud you on your leadership and proactive measures against 
the pandemic of COVID-19 that affects many residents of Arkansas along with the rest of the 
world. 
 
As community members, advocates, and leaders, we know that our social and health care 
systems are not set up to sufficiently support the Marshallese communities living in Arkansas. 
Unfortunately, these existing gaps are being exacerbated during the COVID-19 public health 
crisis. Unless our government officials act to address the community’s needs, thousands may 
needlessly fall ill. 
 
Since 1996, citizens of the Freely Associated States (known as FAS, including the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia and the Republic of Palau) have been 
ineligible for Medicaid under federal law. The federal law was simply written too narrowly to 
recognize their lawful residency status. A new law allowed Arkansas to expand Medicaid access 
for children went into effect in 2018, and we are so grateful for your leadership there. 
Unfortunately, there’s no such option for adults, which leaves many low-income Marshallese and 
FAS families without access to health insurance in our state.  
 
We urge you to contact our Congressional delegation in support of making citizens of Freely 
Associated States fully eligible for COVID-19 testing and treatment. At a minimum, this should 
mean ensuring that programs for the uninsured are available to these populations, but we would 
strongly prefer passage of federal legislation, The Covering Our FAS Citizens Act, H.R. 4821 
and S. 2218 respectively, which would permanently address this injustice. We applaud 
Congressman Womack for his leadership as a cosponsor of this legislation. 
 
In the meantime, we would urge you to use some of the federal funding that state will receive 
through the CARES Act to ensure testing and treatment of uninsured Marshallese residents who 
are infected with COVID-19. It would encourage all people to seek treatment – helping to 
mitigate the virus’s spread in Arkansas.  
 
We have also seen a lack of resources in Marshallese and other languages for the FAS 
community in Arkansas. Without public health information targeted to them, many will not 
understand the severity of this situation or how to get testing. In addition, many of our health 
providers do not offer interpretation services, meaning that a Marshallese person may not be able 
to communicate with a doctor even if they suspect they are infected or undergoing treatment. We 
urge the state to dedicate resources to both written information about COVID-19 in Marshallese 



and for interpretation services to be made available to the frontline health care providers and first 
responders who are working so hard in this extraordinary time.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
Marshallese COVID-19 Task Force  
  
Organizations  
A.S.A.P. Services, Inc. (Springdale) 
AenEmman (Springdale) 
Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families (Springdale) 
Arkansas Coalition of Marshallese (Springdale) 
Arkansas Support Network (Springdale) 
Chikin Melele (Springdale) 
Community Clinic (Fayetteville) 
Community Pharmacy of Springdale (Springdale) 
Endeavor Foundation (Springdale) 
Gaps in Services to Marshallese Task Force (Fayetteville) 
Grace New Beginning Church, Pastor Tiree Mangang (Springdale) 
Heartland Regional Genetics Network (Little Rock) 
House of Restoration Marshallese Full Gospel Church (Pine Bluff) 
Kili Bikini Ejit (KBE) Local Government Annex (Springdale) 
KMRW 98.9 FM  (Springdale) 
Marshallese Bahai Community Church, Pastor Hertin Alik (Springdale) 
Marshallese Educational Initiative (Springdale) 
Marshallese Pentocostal Church, Pastor Johnny Lajie (Springdale) 
Republic of Marshall Islands Consulate - Arkansas (Springdale) 
Shared Beginnings (Fayetteville) 
Sowers of the Harvest, Inc. (Witter) 
Springdale King's Church, Pastor Datsun Imakita (Springdale) 
  
Individuals  
Joana Alee (Springdale) 



Ely Andres  (Springdale) 
KJ Benham (Springdale) 
Emilynn Binejal (Springdale) 
Kathryn Birkhead (Springdale) 
Jenny Bolkeim (Springdale) 
Sadie Briand-Kabua (Springdale) 
Lisa Carlson (Witter) 
Dr. Mary Thompson Collins (Springdale) 
Tanya Evans (Fayetteville) 
Representative Megan Godfrey (Springdale) 
Dawn Graham (Springdale) 
Paul Griep (Springdale) 
Kathy Grisham (Fayetteville) 
Pastor Charles Heam (Springdale) 
Anita Iban (Springdale) 
Chris Jacob (Fayetteville) 
Mibalynn Janer (Springdale) 
Carlnis Jerry (Springdale) 
Primrose Jones (Springdale) 
Joe Kaminaga  (Springdale) 
Hanna Kaminaga  (Springdale) 
Winona Kisino (Springdale) 
Peter O Kohler, MD (Fayetteville) 
Marcina Langrine (Springdale) 
Pastor Adelbert Laukon (Springdale) 
Marsha Layer (Springdale) 
Ruby Lewis (Springdale) 
Noda Lojkar (Springdale) 
Benetick Kabua Maddison (Springdale) 
Joshua Manke  (Springdale) 
Darrtu Mimi (Pocahontas) 
Kimberly Muller (Springdale) 
Kristen Novotny (Springdale) 
Betsy O’Connor (Fayetteville) 



Sheldon Riklon, MD (Fayetteville) 
Hunter Rogers (Fayetteville) 
Dr. Jim Rollins (Springdale) 
Alex Samuel (Springdale) 
Pastor Kejmelang Samuel (Springdale) 
Judd Semingson (Springdale) 
Anne Smith (Fayetteville) 
Pastor Billy Tatios (Springdale) 
Sara Wagner (Fayetteville) 
Pastor Junior Zedkaia (Huntsville) 
 


